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New Generation Internet (IPv6) Summit Begins Today in Arlington, VA
_______________

Ideal location to meet the movers and shakers of the New Internet

 from Department of Defense (DoD) and Industry

Arlington, VA, December 8, 2003 ( The North American IPv6 Task Force (NAv6TF) and the IPv6 Forum announce that the U.S. IPv6 Summit 2003 opens today at 7:30 A.M. at the Hotel Doubletree Crystal City in Arlington, VA, just minutes from the nation’s capital and major business centers and within walking distance to the Pentagon.  From December 8-11, five hundred of the most innovative and influential leaders from the global Internet community will gather to discuss strategic issues related to the DoD’s adoption of the new Internet Protocol (IPv6).  

The U.S. IPv6 Summit 2003 is kicking off the week today with a full day of in-depth tutorials led by Mike Brig, Senior Engineer, Defense Information Systems Agency (DISA), on developing and deploying the new Internet Protocol.  Please visit: http://www.usipv6.com for complete program information.

The following three days of the U.S. IPv6 Summit 2003 will consist of forty sessions, punctuated with a number of key defense-related presentations, including:

Tuesday, December 9

· Keynote, IPv6 Deployment Next Steps & Focus: Jim Bound, Chair IPv6 Forum Technical Directorate; Chair, North American IPv6 Task Force; Hewlett-Packard Fellow
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· Keynote: John L. Osterholz, Director of Architecture and Interoperability, Dept. of Defense

· Moonv6 Results: Ben Schultz, Managing Engineer University of New Hampshire Interoperability Lab, and Major Roswell Dixon, MSCIS, Tactical Data Systems/IPv6 Action Officer, GIG Tactical Networks Branch, Joint Interoperability Test Command

Thursday, December 11

· Deployment of IPv6 on DREN, and status on implementation of the DoD IPv6 pilot: Ron Broersma, SPAWAR Systems Center, San Diego; Chief Engineer, Defense Research and Engineering Network (DREN)
“The U.S. IPv6 Summit mission is to support the Department of Defense and the technology required to support the warfighter, IPv6 evolution next steps, and IPv6 coexistence with current legacy Internet technology,” said Jim Bound, Chair of the North American IPv6 Task Force, Chair of the IPv6 Forum Technical Directorate, and Hewlett-Packard Fellow.  “IPv6 provides operational benefits to the Department of Defense and private enterprise that are not available with the current Internet technology.”  
In addition to speakers from the defense community, the distinguished lineup of speakers at the U.S. IPv6 Summit 2003 includes executives from industrial leaders including: 

AT&T – Network and Planning, Booz Allen Hamilton, Cisco Systems, Inc., Charmed Technology, Elmic Systems, Extreme Networks, Foundry Networks, Hewlett-Packard Corporation, IBM, IP Infusion, Ixia, Juniper Networks, NEC America, Network Infrastructure BU, Nokia Enterprise Solutions, Nokia Research Center, Nortel Networks Enterprise Networks, NTT Communications Corp., Oracle Corporation, RFG Security, Spirent Communications, Sprint’s IP Design Organization, Sun Microsystems, and Verio Network Services.

“The U.S. industry is called upon to support the efforts of DoD to deploy its net-centric Global Information Grid (GIG),” stressed Latif Ladid, IPv6 Forum President.
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“It’s been six months since the Department of Defense announced that IPv6 would be mandated for projects related to the Global Information Grid, and this is the best place and time for the top people in the U.S. from industry and government to join forces and coordinate all their efforts so that we again have power to edge and push the end to end Internet farther and further than ever,”

said Alex Lightman, Chairman of the U.S. IPv6 Summit 2003 and Marketing Director of the North American IPv6 Task Force.  “We are just blocks from the Pentagon, making the event accessible for the leaders who have the biggest job in the world.” 

Government, industry, academia, media and almost all the users of the Internet have used the current Internet Protocol, IPv4, for almost 30 years.  The fundamental limitations in the current IPv4 protocol render it incapable of meeting the long-term requirements of industry and government.  IPv6 is designed to overcome those limitations by expanding the IP address space to cater to the continued worldwide growth of the Internet, facilitating mobile communications, and easing system management burdens.  Additionally, IPv6 restores end-to-end networking for security and peer-to-peer applications.  

Working journalists and industry analysts can receive complimentary registration by visiting the U.S. IPv6 Summit 2003 Press Room, located in the Wilson Room of the Doubletree Crystal City.

About The U.S. IPv6 Summit 2003

The U.S. IPv6 Summit is the premier event for the global IPv6 community, providing an international forum for advancing the development and implementation of new generation Internet networks, technologies, applications and policies.  http://www.usipv6.com 
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About the North American IPv6 Task Force

The North American IPv6 Task Force is an all-volunteer non-vendor/service/provider or other entity interest with the IPv6 mission of assisting the North American geography as sub task force of the IPv6 Forum for Deployment, Education, Awareness, Technical Analysis/Direction, Transition Analysis, Political/Business/Economic/Social analysis support, and other efforts as required.  The members see IPv6 as more important than their own self-interests.  http://www.nav6tf.org
About the IPv6 Forum

The IPv6 Forum is a world-wide consortium of over 160 leading Internet service vendors, National Research & Education Networks (NRENs) and international ISPs, with a clear mission to promote IPv6 by improving market and user awareness, creating a quality and secure New Generation Internet and allowing world-wide equitable access to knowledge and technology.  The key focus of the IPv6 Forum today is to provide technical guidance for the deployment of IPv6. IPv6 Summits are organized by the IPv6 Forum and staged in various locations around the world to provide industry and market with the best available information on this rapidly advancing technology.  http://www.ipv6forum.com 
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